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The differences seem to have ranged between these orders of
magnitude : one estimate, persistently put forward in official
publications for a long time, placed the increase at 42 million tons,
the other at 62 million tons or one and a half times as high as the
first one. Although the former seems to have been discarded now
in favour of the latter without any explanation, it is reasonable to
suggest that in view of the absence of any very precise criteria for
estimating, these two be taken as indicating the range of additional
traffic demand. Thus, the lower limit may be set at 42 million
tons of additional freight traffic or roughly a third above the level
in 1955-56 and the upper limit at 61 million tons or a half above
the level in 1955-56.
3.   expansion of rolling stock
As pointed out above, the major emphasis in the railway plan
is on rehabilitation and expansion of the rolling stock. A sizeable
portion of the rolling stock of Indian railway is old and it is under-
standable that the railway administration would be keen to replace
it. Although there may be differences in the definition of over-age
stock,8 and in the proportion of unusable, as distinct from over-age,
stock, it can be seen from Table 2 that the proportion of over-age
stock to the total in India is not particularly high if compared with
that in a number of European countries. Except for locomotives it
is in fact considerably higher in most European countries. The
programme of replacement of old rolling stock, if carried out as
contemplated in the Second Five-Year Plan, would by 1960 give
the Indian railways a "new look" in comparison with which the
outfit of most of the railways in western Europe would indeed look
shabby.
8 It was stated in the First Five-Year Plan (pp. 462-3) that normal lifetime
was 40 years of "economic life" for locomotives and freight wagons and 30
years for passenger carriages. The average view in 13 western European countries
concerning normal lifetime of railway equipment is the same as in India for
locomotives and somewhat higher for freight wagons (45 years) and passenger
carriages (40 years). The International Union of Railways has suggested 35
to 45 years as normal lifetime for freight wagons and 35 for passenger coaches.
Economic Commission for Europe, Railways and Steel, (Geneva, 1957),Chap. II.
The practice on Indian railways would thus seem to be to assign a lower
lifetime to freight wagons and passenger coaches, although as suggested in
footnote 11, Table 2, this may have been changed since 1951-52,

